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Situated in East Africa, Tanzania is a beautiful country with 

a rich mix of natural assets and landscapes. Snow-capped Mt 

Kilimanjaro, the tallest mountain on the African continent, 

towers majestically over the horizon, flamingos stand 

sentinel in the salt pans of the Ngorongoro Crater, 

wildebeest thunder by the thousands over the Serengeti 

Plains, and Indian Ocean breezes caress the white sands of 

Zanzibar’s Spice Islands. 

 

However, amidst these natural wonders 17.5 million 

Tanzanian children live in some of the world’s worst 

poverty: 

 The country’s $400 per capita GNI is less than 1% 

of the US’ GNI and is one of the lowest in the 

world 

 More than 45% of Tanzanian children survive on 

less than $1 a day 

 Only 67% of these children finish primary school, 

and only 5% attend junior high 

 HIV prevalence is as high as 9% in Tanzania and 

has claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands, 

leaving 1.2 million children orphaned, hungry, and 

searching for hope and a brighter future. 

  

Hope Academy’s mission is to bring hope to those who are 

living without hope and to bring light to those living in 

darkness, through: 

 

 Establishing and managing academic training 

centers, libraries and institutions. 

 Providing sponsorship and support to orphans and 

vulnerable children. 

 Discovering and developing the talent within every 

child. 

 Conducting seminars, workshops and meetings for 

community members on all issues relating to 

development and advocacy. 

 Providing counselling and equipping the 

vulnerable, by offering them life skills training and 

material support, so that they can become self-

sufficient. 

 

There are currently more than 50 children enrolled in the 

school.  Many of these children are orphans whose parents 

have died from HIV/AIDS.  Others come from very low-

income families who are unable to support themselves.   

 

Without Hope Academy, most of the children would not 

have food, clothing or education.   In the past 3 years, we 

have helped 15 of our children to enroll in higher level 

school. 60 families in the community have directly 

benefitted from our efforts.  

 

Where there is hope, there is a beautiful future 

 

www.hocodeco.org/hopeacademy.html 

 

 
Hope Academy is a HOCODECO project. 

Hope for Community Development and Consultancy 
Organization (HOCODECO) is a grassroots, not-for-

profit Non-Governmental Organization (NGO). 
Registration Number: 00NGO2969 

 The Hope English Medium Academy (HEMA or Hope 

Academy) located near Arusha, was established to care for 

and educate Tanzania’s most vulnerable children.  HEMA 

(in Kiswahili) means to breathe deeply.  Once a child joins 

the school they start to breathe as the school gives them the 

hope of living.   

 

 
 

 Hope Academy’s founder, 

Blair Akilimali, was born 

and raised in Tanzania.  He 

developed his passion to 

help people in need when he 

was very young and, as a 

secondary school student, 

volunteered at several 

international non-profit 

organizations. 

  

http://www.hocodeco.org/hopeacademy.html


 

 
 

"I remember one day I was distributing food in Dodoma, in 

central Tanzania, as a food monitor for the World Food 

Program. 

I encountered hundreds of children who could not afford to 

attend school.  They did not have food, safe drinking water 

or anyone to take care of them.  As the crowd shouted 

“ndugu, mr!” which means “the food you gave us is not 

enough”, I was so overwhelmed with emotion, that I cried 

for the first time in my adult life.  I could not give them 

anymore because the food was distributed in accordance 

with strict rations.  I vowed to myself that I would one day 

create something that would help these children live better 

lives and that would educate the world about their plight.” 

 

Blair started the Hope Academy in 2006 with two boys and 

one girl, and with one assistant teacher.  Today it has grown 

to more than 50 children.  Hundreds of others are waiting to 

enter once appropriate resources can be secured. 

 

 

The Children’s Stories 

 

Lilian 

 
Lilian is almost six.  She lives with her mother, who is HIV-

positive.  Her father left the family when he discovered that 

his wife was HIV-positive, leaving them with no source of 

income.  Lilian’s mother approached Hope Academy to ask 

that the school help Lilian, so that she could live a different 

life than the one to which she was destined.  By connecting 

people committed to making change with supporters from 

within and outside the country, Hope Academy strives to 

help children, just like Lilian, survive their impossible 

situations and creates new opportunities for them. 

 

  

Boniface 

 
Boniface recently celebrated his sixth birthday.  His mother 

dropped out of secondary school to get married after she 

became pregnant with him.  Despite her incredible struggles 

to make ends meet, she attended college and completed her 

studies as a pre-school teacher.  Since she was not trained in 

English she was unable to find a job, and was forced to stay 

in a small village where she was badly treated by her 

husband’s family.  Blair encouraged her to join him as a 

teacher at the Hope Academy, where she began to learn 

English.  Now, Boniface is studying at Hope Academy 

where his mother is one of the teachers.  Hope Academy has 

made a positive change to both their lives. 

 

Abelfidelis 

 
Abelfidelis is almost seven and is learning disabled. While 

both his parents are HIV-positive, he is not infected.   When 

his parents get sick, Abelfidelis and his brother are left 

wandering around without food or caretakers.  Most schools 

in the area will not accommodate children with learning 

disabilities.  The Hope Academy opens its doors to children 

of all abilities.  Abelfidelis is currently studying at the Hope 

Academy and is learning how to write and count. 

  
How you can help: Volunteer at Hope Academy 

 
Volunteering at Hope Academy is a truly rewarding 

experience.  Volunteers teach the children a variety of skills 

including English, math and computer skills.  Volunteers are 

housed with local host families and get the opportunity to 

experience the African life, culture and language.  A 

volunteer from Singapore described her experience as 

follows:  "The children were keen to learn and a real joy to 

interact with, but I might be a little biased since they were 

all extremely adorable as well.  The host family I stayed with 

was equally great and I really appreciated the glimpse into 

the Tanzanian way of life.  My volunteer experience was a 

truly unforgettable experience.  I can only hope that I was 

able to have as much of an impact on those there, as they 

had on me. "                                    volunteer@hocodeco.org 

 

 

How you can help: Donations 

 

If you would like more information about donating to Hope 

Academy, please contact us at: 

 

blair@hocodeco.org 

 

Alternatively, if you are in the UK you can discuss 

donations for Hope Academy with our contact there: 

 

paul.hunt@hocodeco.org 

 

Thank you for your support 
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